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was chosen Bishop of Rouen. King Clovis II, who had succeeded his
father Dagobert, stood in need of such ministers. St Elighis obtained a
delay of two years to prepare himself, during which time he was ordained
priest and practised the clerical duties. St Owen did the like, having
retired for that purpose beyond the Loire. They agreed to meet and
receive the episcopal consecration together at Rouen, which they did on
Sunday before Rogation week in 6405 or, according to some, in 646.
The inhabitants of the district of Ghent and Courtray, which then depended
on the diocese of Noyon, were still pagans, and so fierce and savage that
they would not so much as hear the gospel preached to them. This was
the chief reason of choosing so zealous a pastor for them as St Eligius.
From Rouen he only went back to court to take his last leave of it, and
thence he repaired straight to Noyon.

Our saint in this new dignity increased his fasts and watchings with
his labours, and showed the same humility, the same spirit of poverty,
penance, and prayer as before; also the same charity towards the poor and
the sick, whom he continued frequently to serve with his own hands,
regularly entertaining twelve poor persons at his own table on certain days
in the week. He always took particular delight to be in the company of
the poor, and often left his clergy and others to shut himself up with
them, and he often clothed them, washed their faces and hands, and shaved
their heads with his own hands. The first year he employed entirely in
reforming his clergy, and regulating the manners of his Christian flock.
After this he turned his thoughts to the conversion of the infidels among
the Flemings about Antwerp, and the Prisons, and Suevi, as far as the
seashore, especially about Ghent and Courtray. A great part of Flanders
was chiefly indebted to St Eligius for the happiness of receiving the light
of the gospel. He preached in the territories of Antwerp, Ghent, and
Courtray. He instructed with more than paternal tenderness, those who
long refused to hear him, took care of their sick, comforted them in their
afflictions, assisted them in their wants, and employed every means that
the most tender and ingenious charity could suggest to overcome their
obstinacy. The barbarians were at length softened, and considering his
disinterestedness, his goodness, meekness, and mortified abstemious manner
of living they began to admire and even to desire to imitate him. Many
were converted, and these induced others to hear the holy prelate's sermons,
from which they went in bodies to destroy their temples and idols of their
own accord; then returned to the holy prelate and desired baptism. Eligitis
usually tried and instructed them for a whole year before he admitted them
to the sacred laver of regeneration. By his discourses he raised the minds
of the supine and slothful barbarians to an affection for heavenly things,
and inspired them with a meek and peaceable temper; he taught them
the means of rooting out of their hearts the love of pleasures and ri